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" against a person of such high rank as the Ranee of
"Burdwan, a violation of civil rights which would be
" deemed detestable, if practised upon the meanest
<: peasant in the mother country.

"Every disturbance of the peaceable enjoyment pf a
" person's own house is an enormous oppression, and
" while I stay in this country I will, to the utmost of my
" power, give the same redress, and the same measure of
"justice to the lowest of the people, which I hope to see
" given to the Ranee upon this occasion, be the oppressor
" ever so great or powerful. A regard for the interests of
<: the East India Company, which might be affected by
" an arrest of all the members of one of their provincial
" Councils, prevents me from sending such a warrant as
" the flagrancy of the case seems to require. Personal
" respect and regard likewise to yourself induces me to
<( send only a summons, which I hope you will attend to
" without delay. But the insolent fellow, introduced into
" the Ranee's family against her consent, I have sent a
" constable to apprehend.

" I have summoned likewise the person who commands
" the Sepoys; and I hope to hear, upon your arrival at
" Calcutta, that the Sepoys are withdrawn, and the Ranee
"left at liberty to do what, and go where, she pleases."

In this case the judge of the Supreme Court appears in
a mischievous and rather ludicrous light. His letter was
arrogant, foolish, and in all ways unjustifiable, but he
was acting so far as the issue of the summons went well
within his legal rights. Higginson was unquestionably
liable to the process, both civil and criminal, of the
Supreme Court, and if he did illegally imprison the
Ranee was intended by those who drew the Act to be
subject to such process.